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News release

Time to Nominate YOUR unsung hero for the special Diamond Jubilee Taunton Deane Citizenship Award
MAYOR of Taunton Deane, Cllr Steve Brooks, is inviting the community to nominate an outstanding local unsung hero or voluntary groups for the Taunton Deane Citizenship Award 2012.  
The annual Award is designed to publicly acknowledge outstanding voluntary service in Taunton Deane and in the past, nominations have ranged from outstanding contributions to voluntary organisations to people who have been “good neighbours” in all sorts of ways. 
The Mayor said: “We are living through some difficult economic times, but I have seen at first hand through visits I have made across the Borough, that there is a great deal of unsung and unpaid community work going on and some wonderful and caring people living in Taunton Deane. I encourage you to come forward with nominations in this very special Diamond Jubilee year, so that these very important and valued individuals or groups get the recognition they so richly deserve.  Let’s make it a record year for nominations, because I have decided that all genuine nominations received this year that meet the criteria, will receive a special Jubilee souvenir, even if they are not chosen as one of the three overall winners.”
The rules for the Citizenship Awards are very simple. Nominees have to live in the Borough of Taunton Deane, cannot have been recognised in the past for their services and must not earn their nomination from service given through their trade or profession.  This year, nominations will also be accepted for Voluntary Groups who make a real difference to the people living in our community,  although they cannot nominate themselves.
The Council expects to make three Citizenship awards again this year and there will be a special Jubilee Citizenship Award for one specially chosen Charity or Voluntary group. Please note that it is important that nominees should not be informed of their nomination at this stage.

The closing date for nominations this year is Wednesday 7 March 2012 and any nominations received after this date will not be considered.  The Awards ceremony will place in late April.
If you would like a nomination form, please write to Sharon Grant, Civic Officer, Mayor’s Parlour, The Deane House, Belvedere Road, Taunton TA1 1HE or email s.grant@tauntondeane.gov.uk with your name and address details. Forms will also be available for download on the Taunton Deane Website.
ENDS

Editor’s Notes:

Contact: 
- Sharon Grant, Civic Officer, 01823 356391
- Debbie Rundle, Media & Public Relation Officer, 01823 356407

For more information about our services visit us online at www.tauntondeane.gov.uk
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TAUNTON DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL

Diamond Jubilee, Citizenship Awards nomination form

	Name of person/Voluntary Group you wish to nominate:


	Full address of person/Voluntary Group you wish to nominate:

(Please include a contact telephone number where possible)


	A brief overview of why you believe this person/group should be considered for an Award:

(No more than 500 words, continue on a separate sheet if necessary)


	Briefly explain how you know about this person/group and when you first became aware of them:

                         

	Your name:



	Your full address including email and telephone ( if applicable):



	Name of any other persons who endorse your nomination:

( if applicable)

1.

2.

3.

4.



	Signature …………………………………. Print name …………………………………..

Date ………….................

	*Please note that your nomination should be kept strictly confidential and your nominee must  not be made aware of your nomination 
*All nominations will be considered equally and without personal bias by a specially chosen Selection Panel chaired by the Mayor of Taunton Deane, Cllr Steve Brooks 
* Nominees will be notified if they are successful and will then be told who their nominees are

*All nominees must be resident in Taunton Deane
*Nominations arriving after the closing date will not be considered for an award




Please complete and return this form, to arrive no later than Wednesday 7th March 2012, to: Sharon Grant, Civic Officer, Taunton Deane Borough Council, the Deane House, Belvedere Road, Taunton, TA1 1HE 

Or via email to:  s.grant@tauntondeane.gov.uk
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